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Press ¢ lub Vote: 
Wo omen. Still Out 


ne ; By Elizabeth Shelton eae 


‘An move ete adit women as: 
“members of the National 
‘Press Club failed yesterday 
“even though more than two- 


“thirds of the members vot-' 


“ing in a mail refer endum fa- 
‘vored it. 


_ the constitution. Of the 769 
i ballots returned by mail, 552 
* voted affirmatively, 243 ‘sald 


!no and four abstained, Al: 


_ total of 709 affirmative votes 


would have | effected the — 


., change. 


Proponents of the change 


‘sald they plan to raise the 
‘issue again in January and 
Predicted passage, 

‘On a second question 
“which depended on approy- 
‘al of ‘the first question, 
the vote was almost evenly 
¢split on whether to retain 


Special sex-segregated facili- | 


, ties, such as the men’s poker 
‘room and a ladies’ lounge. 

- The vote was 373 for lim- 
ted segregation; 368 
: against, Yhere were 28. ab- 
“stentions, 


~The results of the ballot. 


fing by mail were reported 
“last night to the club’s 12- 
‘member -board of governors 


x by. Donald R. Larrabee, rep- been going on, some. men: 


’ international 


SeT 


resenting he “official ae 
tion committee > which - 
counted the votes, =. 4 
. Proponents of changing 
the club's 65-year-old stag. 
member ship policy said they | 


“, hope to. revive the matter at: 
‘A. two-thirds antority of 

the club’s 1,063 active mem- . 
‘bers Is required to change — 


the club's annual member-. 
ship. mecting in January. At 
that time, the constitution: 


_ could be amended by a two- 
thirds” vote of those present, 


at the mecting. - on 
_ Despite defeat of the. pro-. 
posal, proponents called me. 
vote “heartening.” 
Until 10 years ago, ‘the club 
restricted women jounalists | 
covering events, including 
the specches of national and 
leaders, to. 


seats in the ballroom’s bal- 
cony while members and. 
their dining guests had ac-. 
cess to the public figures. 
Since that time, women. 


reporters covering speakers 


at the club have been per-., 
mitted to dine with the men, 
However, during the day, 
they are “restricted other- 
wise to the East Lounge, 
which is open to women for 
luncheon. : 

While the constitutional 


amendment controversy has 


bers have accused their col-.’ 
leagues of considering the’, 
admission of women merely 
to-improve the club’s finan- 


cial condition through addi- . 


tional dues. However, club | 
officers have reported to the 

edntrary that the club’s, 
$100,000 deficit. has been. 
abolished, and women’s po- 

tential dues are not needed. 


*? 3fhe National Organization , 


fdr Women (NOW) recently - 


protested the club’s contin- 


ued segregation. 


‘here ‘has, for many: 
yéars, been speculation that 


the National’. Press Club 


atid its sister organization, 
tHe Women’s National Press 
Club would eventually : 
merge. _ However, ° official 
proposals have not been con- , 
sidered by either club, 


au 
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